
 
 

“Transforming your Downtown” 
 

August 13-14, 2026 
Economic Vitality Training 
Grand Magnolia Ballroom 

Pascagoula, MS 
 
Thursday, August 13, 2026 
 
Optional Activities 
 
All Day - Shop and Explore Downtown Pascagoula 
Let store owners know you’re with Main Street to get specials before 5 p.m.  
 
2:00 p.m. “How To” Workshop facilitated by Tomeka Durr-Wiley and Joy Reeves with 
Mississippi Power  
Join us to explore how initiatives like a Commercial Development Forum and Commercial 
Possibilities Tour can support and strengthen your downtown. There will be an interactive 
roundtable discussion that will offer directors an opportunity to share ideas, learn from 
one another, and discuss practical ways to bring these efforts to your communities. 
 
Location: Hancock Whitney Bank conference room (1010 Denny Ave.) 
 
5:30 p.m. Networking Reception at City Centre Rooftop Bar (3207 Magnolia Street) Sponsored 
by Hancock Whitney and Main Street Pascagoula 
 
7:00 p.m.  Dinner at Czak’s (must have pre-registered and paid by August 1)  
 
 
Friday, August 14, 2026 
 
Meeting Location:  
Grand Magnolia Ballroom 
3604 Magnolia Street 



Pascagoula, MS  39567 
 
Agenda 
  
8:30 a.m. Registration & Coffee  

A hot breakfast will be served. 
 
9:00 a.m. Welcome & Introductions  
  U.S. Congressman Mike Ezell and Mayor Jay Willis will welcome.  
  
9:15 a.m.   Walking Tour Case Study with Chris Chain, Renovations of Mississippi and Justin 

Larsen, Pascagoula City Manager 
We’ll start the day by dividing into two groups and walking the streets to see the 
amazing transformation in downtown Pascagoula with the support of strategic 
partners. Tour will include stops at City Centre to see the new corporate 
apartments as well as the newly opened Train Depot.  
Since 2020, more than 25 buildings have been rehabilitated in downtown and 
now there are over 90 downtown housing units, 40 new businesses, and 150 
new jobs. 

 
10:30 a.m.  Making Downtown Transformation Happen with Joe Borgstrom, Place   
 + Main Advisors  

This session will focus on key people to work with including property owners, 
developers, and realtors and things that make real estate projects successful. 
Attendees will learn about the role lease rates, incentives, and construction costs 
all play in helping projects happen. 

 
12:00 p.m.  Lunch Panel - Downtown Pascagoula’s Revitalization Story 

Each panelist will speak to their company’s role in the transformation of 
downtown Pascagoula. Facilitated by Joe Borgstrom. 
Panelists:  
Tomeka Durr-Wiley, Mississippi Power 
Chris Chain, Renovations of Mississippi 
Mayor Jay Willis, City of Pascagoula 
Alan Sudduth, Pascagoula Redevelopment Authority 
Paige Roberts, Jackson County Chamber of Commerce 

 
1:30 p.m.  Break 
 
1:45 p.m.  Is Your Community Business-Friendly? with Joe Borgstrom, Alan Suddoth and 

Stephen O’Mara, South Mississippi Planning & Development District 
Learn how cities can be more business-friendly and incentives and programs that 
can spur small business and entrepreneurial growth.  
 



3:00 p.m.      Wrap up/Adjourn 
 
 

Thank you to Our Hosts and Sponsors! 
 

   
 
 

        

 
 


